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*¢ He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he 
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that regardeth tire clouds shall not reap.” —BUT—* He that tilleth his land shall have planty of bread.” — Ecclesiastes. 
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FOR THE PLOUGH BOY. 


Warertown, Noy. 10, 1820. 
Ma. Epiror, 


Having promised to give you an account of the | 
Cattle Show and Fair of Jeflerson county. I should 
have done so ere this; but an unforeseen and pro- 


longed absence has been the cause ofadelay which 
! lament the more after having noticed in your 
late publications such interesting accounts of simi- 
lar exhibitions. However [feel encouraged by 
the consideration that the most indisputable 


proofs have beca given by these same reports of | 


the great benetit which society at large will reap 
from the establishment and increasing success of 
our agricultural societies ; they will have not 
only added considerable numbers to their parti- 
zans, but increased the interest already existing 
in the minds of their old friends’; they wall, hope, 
feel encouraged to devote some few moments to 
witness the prosperity of this most laudable and 
profitable of all human institutions. 


1 think it advisable to omit many details, such | 


as relate to processions, ceremonies, &c. and shall 
dispense with all the list of the different premi- 
ums distributed, as it would hold too much space, 
and has already found a more appropriate one in 
the papers published in the county ; and shall, 
for the same reasons, give but one of the reports 
of the different committees : that of the tillage 
committee will be sufficient at this moment ; and 
we shall have some room for a small quotation 
from the pertinent address which was delivered 
by Judge Bronson, second vice-president of the 
society. Many. other articles might have been 
selected equally interesting to the agriculturist, 
but the one alluded to will appear particularly 
curious and interesting to most of yoer readers.* 

The first day (26th September) was allotted 
to the show of a variety of animals, and to exhi- 
biting various articles of manufactare. The dis- 
play of the former surprised in an agreeable man- 


-_—— 





* The whole address will be found in ourcolumas this day ; 
the passage above alluded to, relates to the temperature of 
Jefferson county, aud will be seen at page 205, 





ner the numerous collection of people, assem 
bled from all directions to witness this exhibition. 
Among these were several practical farmers from 
|New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, who had lately 





| they expressed their admiration in the highest 
| terms—‘* the young animels exceeded in size 
and beauty any they had ever beheld.”” They 
were, indeed, among the most positive proofs of 
the advantages of emulation excited amongst the 
people, and encouraged and kept alive by the 
institution of our agricultural societies. Among 
i the articles of manufacture, that which stood con- 
| spicuous was that of sugar, derived from the ma 
! ple, which is found so abundant in our forests. 
In point of taste, quality and appearance, it was 
t surpassed by any made from the cane. 

| ‘The second day’s exhibition commenced by 
| the Ploughing Match, equally well attended as 
| the first. ‘Ihe competitors were many ; a mem- 
| ber of the society of Quakers, from Buck’s coun- 
ity, Pennsylvania, lately settled in this county, 
| yave the finest specimen of good ploughing, and 
| deservedly got the premium for it, and for his 
plough, which was of aa excellent model. 

| 


| 


| 
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As the court-house would have contained but 
jasmall part of the people collected to bear the 


| address, and witness the distribution of the pre- 
| miums, and the inierior of the new stone church 
f not being quite finished, this part was performed 
‘in the open ar. The prayer, the address, and 
the different reports of the committees were 
i listened to with the utmost attention and satisfac- 
1 tion; and the distribution of the premiums exci- 
| ted the most lively interest. ‘There were eighty- 
| four premiums delivered ; for the reasons above 
mentioned I shall not enter into the details of 
them, but only notice that they generally evinced 
the rapid effects of emulation, 
the crops was extraordinarily great; that of 
coro Was more surprising to our sonthern visitors, | 
who had yet some remnant of old prejudices, | 
(notwithstanding the progucts of former years) 
that our climate was not favourable to the pro- 
duction of it. They could not but change their 
opinions, when they found that the farmer who 
received the first premium, had gathered one 
hundred and twenty-six bushels of shelled corn 
from an acre of Jand. — All strangers expressed 
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‘settled in this part of the state of New-York : | 





The extent of } 














} in the most encouraging maauer, their surprise | 





|}and satisfaction at what had been done by the 
/members of the society, and the good behaviour 
(of the multitude. ‘They declared it to be one 
‘of the most gratifying sights they had ever wit- 
nessed ; decency and good order were prevalent 
throughout * 

The inhabitants of the county noticed with 
great satisfaction, that many more of their far- 
mers were present than in the two preceding 
exhibitions ; which proved evidently the utility 
the public expected from such societies, destined 


to promote the interest of that class of people 
Who form the bulwark of the nation. 


Some may, 
perhaps, attribute the extraordinary concourse 
to the fineness of the weather and the goodness 


of the roads ; but the weather was equatly tue 
‘and the roads as good at the two former exhibi- 


tions ; and it may be observed also, that the first 


exhibition had over this, not only the charm of 


novelty, but likewise the presence of the Go- 
vernor of the state, accompanied by several 
other distinguished characters. 

After the premiums were delivered, the mem- 
bers of the society, together with several visitors, 
(by their invitation) partook of a plain, but abun- 
dant dinner, where there was a display of meats, 
vegetables, &c. &c. that by their variety and 
good quality, served to prove the numerous re- 
sources which it had pleased providence to he- 
stow on our country ; allof which were within 
the reach of any prudent, industrious man. Was 
ter-melons were in abundance ; one of the Visi- 
tors who resides as far south as Charleston, 
spoke in high terms of their sweetness and gcood 
favour. The viewing committee augmented their 
surprize by informing them that in their tour 
through the county in July, they partook of two 
large melons raised in the open ground, pertect- 
ly ripe, equally well flavoured. 

After dinner the assembly went to the sale ef 
the premium ox, which the president, with his 
usual liberality, had given to the society, in or- 
der to increase their means of distributing pre- 
miums the ensuing year. 

When the hour of parting arrived, nothing 
was more gratifying than to bear from all sides, 





* This testimony was the more Jattering te the sooiety, ha. 
ving been delivered by two Consuls of the two most ealighieae 
ed naticas in Europe—the English and French, 
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received of the innumerable advantages which 
the community were to reap from the emulation 
aad noble ambition which was excited and daily 
progressing among all classes of people by such 
assosiations. All united in that opinon, and se- 
parated in the greatest harmony. 


Report of the Comittee on Tillage. 

The committee on Tillage, beg leave to report 
—That in conformity with the bye-laws of tue 
Society, they did, on the 17th July last, enter 
upon the duties assigned them: they were en- 
gaged eicht days, and visiied fourteen towns, All 
practical fa:mers, accustomed from infancy to 
agricultural pursuits, pleased with the employ- 
ment, and knowing its beneiits, they were desi- 
rous to observe the course pursued by others | 
engaged in the same calling, and receive and 
communicate such information as might be bene- | 
fictal to woth. Having from experience as well | 
as from the observations of others, learnt that | 
the necessities of agriculture consisted in fertili- | 
ty, tools, industry and houses, and the nature of | 
their duties having led them to examine as to | 
these particulars, they will endeavour to state | 
generally the result of their examination. 

in fertility of soil they think it will not be say- 
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ing too much that the county of Jeflerson is ex- | 
ceeded by none in the state. None of the ve- |! 
getable kingdom, cultivated in northern climates, ! 
but ave cultivated here with the greatest success. | 
‘Fhey have also observed that some of our spiri- | 
ted citizens have introduced and brought to a high 
state of perfec ton, many vegetables generally | 
considered as exclusively helonging to more son- ! 
thern climates. As yet most of the farming inj) 
this county js done without the assistance of ma- || 
uure, which affords a fair opportunity to judge of | 
its fertility. As far as can be discovered by in- 
spection, our soil contains all the ingredients 
which practical farmers consider essential to 
fertility. There ts'a due proportion of the 
different kinds of earths, and they are so com- 
bined as to produce the efiect sought by the hus- 
bandman. Fall and spring crops are cultivated 
with equal good success on most of our native 
soils, aid as far as manures have been used, they 
have produced the eflect intended. 


Great improvements have been made within a 
few years in the implements of hasbandry, and 
the farmers of this county have duly appreciated 
their importance. The ploagh particularly, as 
the most essential, has received its full share of 
attention, and of the great variety in use through- 
out the United States, some of the most appro- 
ved models are found in this county. Conside- 
rable care and attention is paid to the preserva- 
tion ef agricultural tools ; but as there is no part 
of the economy of a farm, more important than 
this, they are compelled to say mach remains to 
be done. ‘The expense of a good set of farming 
tools is considerable, and without due care and 
attention, they are soon destroyed, and the times 
will not warrant their being replaced ofien. They 
therefore feel it a duty to urge it upon the far- 
mers of this county to pay particular attention to 
this subject, confident from long experience of 
its importence. They would also recommend 


in most common ase, much time being often lost 
in the labour of men and beasts, by being obliged 
to resort to the various mechanics necessary to 
repair them. 

As to industry none possess more than the far- 
niers of this county, a strong evidence of which 
is the infaney of our country Compared with the 
extensive improvements made. ‘The committee 
would however, recommend a diflerent applica- 
‘ion of this necessity. ‘They think many of the 
farmers of this county cultivate too much land. 
‘They consider a small quantity of land well ulled 
and kept clear, wili require less labour aud pro- 
duce more than double the quantity, cultivated 
as some in this county is. ‘heir own experi- 
ence, -as well as that of every practical oan, is 
conclusive on this subject, and why so many ruo 
counter to their own good sense, ts diilicult to 
account. Cleanliness is one of the strongest 
marks of an industrious farmer—to effect which 
more labour is necessary than what is generally 
colculated for, or the present profits of farming 
will warrant. Care ought therefore to he taken, 
that We proportion the extent of our improve- 
ments, to our ability to improve it well. 

On the subject of houses and fences, which 
they embrace under one head, the comuitiee 
say, With much satisfaction, the prospect is flat- 
tering. Few of our farmers but have their crops 
securely housed, and many in very spacious and 
substantially constructed barns. The committee 
have found in their travels, dwelling houses, 
barns and fences, which tor neatness and durabi- 
lity, would vie with any in this state, and they 
cannot too strongly recommend to the farmers 
of this county, the use of stone, particalarly in 
the construction of their fences. In point of eco- 
nomy,there t+ no comparison,as a great part of the 
timber commonly used for fencing, is not of the 
most durable kind; requires continual repairs ,and 
every few years must be renewed. If farmers 
were to make it a rule to build a small piece of 
wall every year, they would find the expense 
trifling, and the ultimate benefit great. The 
stone found in many parts of this county are of 
asuperior kind for wall, and are procured with 
the greatest ease. A very little practice is ne- 
cessary to make a proticient in the construction 
of wall ; so that generally, with the ordinary help 
on a farm, this most valaable of all improvements 
can be made, Wall occupies less land than is 
occupied by fences constructed in the method in 
cominon use in this country ; and it enables the 
neat farmer to subdue his worst enemy (weeds) 
with much less labour. The committee will 
close this report by saying, that their tour bas 
been a pleasant one ; that they found the coun- 


trom the citizens of the several towns they visi 
ted, the most marked attention ;—and they al- 
most uniformly find the feelings of the inbabitants 
of the county, friendly to the objects of their 
visit. 


Address 


Delivered to the Agricultural Society of Jefferson 
county, Sept. 27, 1820—By E. Bronson, Esq. 


Gentlemen of the Agricultural Society, and Fel- 
low-Citizens ; 








it to the farmers of the county to keep on hand a | 
surplus of some of the implements of husbandry 


I should feel myself highly honoured in being 
called upon to address you at this time, were it 


try uncommonly healthy ; that they received, } 
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not for a conviction in my own mind of my inca- 
pacity to do justice to the subject of which I am 
to speak. When I see around me so many gen- 
tlemen who I know possess more knowledze of 
the subject of agriculture than I can pretend to, 
I feel a diffidence in attempting to perform the 
task assigned me ; but when I consider the relj- 
ance | may place on the candour of those who 
hear me, | feel assured of all the indulgence | 
cav desire. I am aware, gentlemen, that the 
sentiments | shail advance, will not be corrobo- 
rated by my former practice ; I shall howeyer 
endeavour to point out what we ought to do, ra- 
ther than what has been done. 1 cannot flatter 
myself ihat E shall be able to advance any thing 
new, on so trite a subject as that of agriculture ; 
of which almost every one who hears me has 
some knowledge, and many perhaps imagine they 
know all that is necessary to be known respect- 
ing it. But permit me to say, it is a rare acqui- 
sition to be a complete master of any art er sci- 
ence, and those who have made the greatest pro- 
ficiency in knowledge, are generally the most 
sensible of their imperfections. Although we 
may not originate many new ideas on the sub- 
ject of agriculture ; yetin regard 10 that, as in re- 
gard to morality, there are many maxims which 
cannot well be too often inculcated, or too pow- 
erfully urged. 

The subject is a very copious one, embracing 
every object meriting the attention of the hus- 
bandman ; and if | should succeed in suggesting 
any useful ideas to my fellow-citizens, or in sti- 
mulating any to a more vigorous application of 
the knowledge and means they possess for im- 
proving their own condition,and benefitting com- 
munity, | shall be amply rewarded for my labour. 
| feel great consolation in the consideration that 
the distinguished gentlemen who occupy the two 
tirst offices in this association, have heretofore, 
in their addresses, taken such a comprehensive 
view of the many advantages conferred by a 
bountiful Providence on this region of country, 
and in many particulars poiuted out to us from 
the lights of experience as well as the aids of 
science, the best mode of cultivating and inmipro- 
ving our soils for the production of the various 
plants and vegetables adapted thereto ; so that 
the field for me to occupy is greatly contracted. 
My object will be to notice some things which 
have not been so fully treated of heretofore, and 
if possible, to stimulate you to more exertion in 
the cause in which we.are engaged. As the 
rearing of domestic animals, including horses, 
cattle, sheep, and swine, forms a very important 
part of the system of rural economy, and as a 
large portion of this county is well adapted to 
that purpose, it will be well for us to inquire in- 
to the best method of improving those animals so 
as to render them most serviceable to our inte- 
rest and comfort. | am happy to say that in our 
public exhibitiogs we had very pleasing evidence 
of a laudable emulation prevailing on this sub- 
ject—yet there is room for improvement. Al- 
though I have no pretension to any uncommon 
skill in selecting or managing any species of those 
animals, perhaps I may suggest some things wor- 
thy the consideration of the members of this so- 
ciety. Of all domestic animals, cattle are un- 
questionably the most important to the suppert 
and comfort of man. Taking into consideration 
the labour of the ox, the milk of the cew, and 








th 
co 


ea 
by 
Su 
be 
th 
fre 
ex 


wl 
ag 
ho 
ser 
a0% 
of 
qui 
fer: 
in 
anc 
the 
be 
car 
It i 
tha 
tha 
or 
cas 
hor 
hor 


pos 
of 


two 
whi 
bee 
of g 
her 
has 
upo 
lons 
reg; 
of ¥ 











No. 26. 








a 


THE PLOUGH BOY. 





the beef and skin of both, we shail at once see 
that no other animal can be of equal importance || 


to us. 
In improving the breed, there is undoubtedly 


much to be gained by obtaining some of the finest 
breeds of cattle from Europe : but where this 
cannot be done, our stock may be greatly im- } 
proved bya careful selection of the best of such 
Particular regard 
should be had, to the form, size and temper of 


as we have, for breeding. 


the animals. Size, however, is not the most es- 
senual qualification, eitber for labour or tur beef. 


The largest boned catile are not wsually the most 


strong and enduring, nor so easily kept in good 
order, as those of smaller bone, with large well 
formed muscles and thick flesh. Were | to se- 
lect an ox, either tor labour or tor beef, J should 
choose one of round body, straight back, small 
head, small bone, large wuscles, deep brisket, 
and full, broad hind quarters. In regard to cows, 
there is probably a greater difference in their 
qualities for the purpose of a dairy, than is gen. 
erally supposed ; and when a considerable num- 
ber are kept together, sufficteut care ia not taken 
to ascertain their relative qualities. The value 
of a cow for dairy does not depend so much on 
the quantity as the quality. ‘here are many 


cows whose milk is scarcely worth the expense } 


of keeping the animal. This difference may be 
easily discovered by setting the aulk of each cow 
by itself, till you have ascertained its value. 
Such cows as are not profitable for dairy should 
be converted into beef as soon as possible—and 
the young stock intended for dairy, should be 
from those cows only, which are themselves 
excellent. 

In regard to horses—although they are some- 
what improved from what they svere a few years 
ago; yet we come far short of raising such fine 
horses in this county as the means we possess 
seem to demand. No country can produce 
grass, grain and roots suitable for feeding horses, 
of better quality, or much more abundant in 
quantity, than a great part of the county of Jef- 
ferson. And aince there is so great a difference 
in value, between a good horse and a bad one, 
and so little difference in the expense of raising 
them, it would seem that self-interest alone would 
be a sufficient inducement to excite us to a more 
careful attention to the improvement of the breed. 
It is very little more expense to raise a horse 
that in market will bring one hundred dollars, 
than it is to raise one that will bring only thirty 
or forty dollars ; and the chances for obtaining 
cash are at least ten to onein favour of the best 
horse. How then shall we refine our breed of 
horses so as to approach as near to perfection as 
possible ? It should be done by the introduction 
of the best foreign stock that can be obtained. 
By the exertions of some of our citizens, within 
two years past, some horses, particularly the one 
which obtained your premium last year, have 
been brought into the country with fair promise 
of giving usa better stock of colts than bas been 
heretofore seen amongst us ; but sufficient time 
has not yet elapsed, to pronounce with certainty 
upon their excellence. There are various opin- 
10ns among men well acquainted with horses in 
regard to the useful qualities of the several breeds 
of which we have some knowledge. The Eng- 
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umong their species for certain purposes. | an 
lmpressed with a belief, that ihe dray horse crogs 
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racer with our own common breed. 


our best mares for breeding. 
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best horses for profit and pleasure, it will be ne- 
cessary to procure some of different blood, pos 
sessing diflerent qualities to breed from ; and as 
a first rate horse cannot be obtained for a small 
sam, | would suggest whether it would not be ex- 
pedient for a number of gentlemen to associate, 
and each contribute a portion of what may be 
necessary to purchase one or more exceilent 
horses to stand in this county. It would not only 





| have no doubt, be a source of profit to the own- 
ers. For I find that our farmers have become 
so alive to their interest in this respect, that the 
common inquiry among them jis not what horse 
is the cheapest, but what horse is the best. In 
proot of this assertion, I will refer you to the 
case of the borse introduced last year by our 
worthy Presidest. The demand for this horse 
| was without a parallel here ; and I hope the ex- 
pectation of the farmer will not be disappointed. 





I in‘ended to bave made some observations re- 
specting their natural tempers and dispositions, 
and the mode of treating them while training and 
disciplining them for service. 
pass on your patience, I will only remark, that 
mildness, patience and perscverance are all ne- 
cessary in taming and diseiplining young horses 
and cattle ; and particular care should be taken 
that they be not put to hard Jabour before their 
strength is sufficiently matured, and while their 
ambition to perform exceeds their pewer of en- 
durance. 

] will now make a few ebservations in regard 
tosheep. ‘The importance of this animal, for 
food and clothing, entitles it tonotice. But asso 
much has been said and written on the subject, 
perhaps I might as well omit it. Yet, as what I 
deem a wild and visionary speculation has led 
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tosay a few words. The estimation in which 
merino sheep have been held, has vibrated to 
the greatest opposite extremes, without being 
characterised by that sound discretion which 











lish race horse, hunter and dray horse, all have 





After what I have said about cattle and horses, 


many into pernicious errors, it may not be amiss } 


ought always to govern the enlightened yeoman- | 
ry of our country ; and it will probably be some 
time before we shall duly appreciate their real 
value. 

The wool of the full blood merino is, perhaps, 
the finest in the world. but it requires skill in 
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jtoeir excellencies ; and the true Narraganset |! rally under 


sed with cur common mares, will produce a very 
valuable stock for labour on a jarm or heavy 
teaming on the road ; but for pleasure carriages 
we ought to have such as are more tleet and 
sprightly, much like the English hanter, which 
(if what has been said, by some gentlemen pro- 
fessing to be acquainted with the subject, be 
true,) can be obtained by crossing the English 
But for the 
saddle none are superior to the Narraganset and 
the Arabian crossed with each other, or if that 
cannot be effected, either of them may be crossed 
with such as we have, always observing to select 


if what has been said be correct, it will be 
seen that in order to supply ourselves with the 


greatly improve our breed of horses, but would, | 


f must believe the 
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stood, therefore it is not the most use- 
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and Arabian horses stand high, if not the highest} ful for household manufacture, although most 


|, profitable to sell to experienced manufacturers. 
But | am well satished that mixing our common 
isheep with the merino, so as to obtain crosse* 
‘from one fourth to three fourths merino blood. 
jis a very great improvement of our wool for com- 
|mon use; for in the first place, the sheep wil! 
‘yield more wool, and in the second place, that 
, wool will make more handsome and more dura- 
| ble cloth than common wool, provided the thread 
‘be not spun too fine, which is a common error. 
| And so far as my experience goes, | have found 
‘the cross breed sheep to be more inclined to 
‘fatten, to make quite as good mutton, and more 
tallow. I am aware that L am advancing opin 
| lons here, which have been, and will be com 
batted by mamy good farmers whose judgment= 
jare always entitled to respect ; but in this case J 
y have formed opinions without 
| suflicient experience to decide correctly ; for } 
ido believe that unreasonable prejudices are pre- 
vailing with many people against the merino 
sheep. For can we suppose that they would 
have been held in such high estimation as they 
have been in countries where they are best 
known, and their wool so highly esteemed by 
manufacturers in all countries, if they were not 
really preferable to common sheep. 

There is another kind of sheep m some parts 
of our country, generally known by the name of 
ithe Bakewell breed, which are highly recom- 
mended for their size and disposition to fatten 





j wool, 


easily ; they also yield the largest fleeces of good 
From the few i have seen of those sheep, 
and from information otherwise obtained, I am 
induced to believe them to be a very valuable 
breed, and would recommend them to the atten- 
tion of farmers. They are said not to be ori- 
ginally a distinct breed, but to have been intro- 











But lest I tres- | 
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cleansing and manufacturing,, which is not gene- 
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‘duced by the celebrated Mr. Bakewell in Eng- 
hland, in the same manner that he obtained the 


fine breed of cattle, known by his name, and so 
much admired both in England and America ; 
that is, by selecting the best of the common 


i breeds, combining in their qualities, tine form, 


small bone, thick meat, and a disposition to fat- 
ten well, and so breed, in and in, as they say, till 
he founnda new breed. We have some accounts 
in the Provcu Boy, a very valvable agricultural 
paper, printed in Albany, which | would recom- 
mend to. every farmer to read, of the weight and 
value of some of those sheep, which I think 
worth communicating to those who have not seen 
them. In April last, Mr. Christopher Dunn, of 
Albany, sold to Mr. Gibbons, ten ewes, and nine 
wethers, from three to four years old, at upwards 
of ten doliars and fifty cents per head ; the quar- 
ters of which averaged one hundred pounds per 
animal, and the wool six pounds each They 
had been fatting from some time in the fll pre- 
vious on Indian meal, corn, and oats, alternately,. 
changing every few days, and on potatoes once a. 
day from the first of January, with a little oil 
cake. We haveanother account of twenty sheep 
of the same breed, which were fattened. by that 
distinguished eattle feeder, Mr. John Barney, at: 
Port Penn, on the Delaware River the average 
weight of which was 116 and_an half pounds, and’ 
the average weiyht of: tallow upwards. of 333 
pounds.. Those-gentlemenare both Englishmen,, 
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aio Gave given a good specimen of what may be || 
done by a caretul selection of good animals, and || 
a judicious mode of feeding. I beheve that by 
application to Mr. Dunn, information may be ob- 
tained where some of this breed of sheep may be 
procured. understand there are several tarm- 
ers in Duanesburgh, in Schenectady county, who 
have them, and some in that town who bave the 
Bakewell breed crossed with the merino, which 
is said to produce a stock of superior excellence. 
As I propose to say something of swine, | would 

in the first place remark that there are a great 
variety of breeds of this animal as of any of those 
before noticed; and as pork is a staple article 
with us, we should seek for such swine as will 
make the most good pork with the least expense. 
And as that is the only essential quality to be 

sought for, it will not be very difficult to make 

our choice among those with which we are ac- 

quainted. We shall probably all agree that a 

hog of siuall bone, thick flesh, and quiet disposi- 

tion, isto be preferred ; and if in addition to these 

qualities we find a breed whose habits of feeding 

are less expensive than others, we shall have an 

additional inducement to procure and propagate 

such breed. And sach, I believe, may be found 

in what is called the Dyetield breed. | bave no 

experimental knowledge of this breed of swine, 

but from the high estimation in which they are 

held where best known, | am satisfied there are 

none preferable to them in our country. 

said that they will live well upon grass, through 





H for mowing, and a part of it should be white clo- 
It is | ver. 
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past, but the time of sowing and the seasons 
have been such, that Ido not consider it as a fair 
experiment. ‘Che Lucerne is a grass lately in- 
troduced by the president ofthis society, and bis 
testimony in its favour, supported by tie most 
respectable authority, entitle it to a fair trial of 
its properties ; and from some specimens I have 
‘been led to believe that it is not too highly re- 
commended. Ked top grass will do in some 
moist, or rather wet lands. The grass known 
by the several names of Jane “grass, Spear grass 
and English grass, is increasiug fast in some of 
our oldest improvements ; and on some particu- 
lar spots which cau be highly manured and irri- 
gated, it will be found more productive than any 
other grass, as in some cases it will yield two and 
sometimes three good crops for mowing io a 
year, of the best grass. But as a common grass 
on our dry laads it is very pernicious, it forms a 
touxh, hard sward, eradicates all other grasses, 
and produces very little of itself, especially in 
dry seasons. When this is the case it is time to 
plough and fallow the ground so as_ totally to de- 
i stroy the grass, and then proceed with a proper 
rotation of crops, antil it is time to lay it down to 
rest, which shoald not generally exceed four 
years, when it should be well stocked with herd’s 
grass and clover, or Lucerne. If it is intended 
for pasture, there should be more clover, than 





| There are othor kinds of grass which do 
‘weil on some soils, but for general usefulness, | 











the summer, without other feeding, that they = of none to be preferred to those I have 


fatten easily at any age, aud that their flesh is 
good. I have seen anaccount in the Plough Boy} 
of one of this breed heing killed at seven and a. 
half months old, which weighed 227 pounds, 

In regard to all the species of animals of which | 
I have spoken, the practice of selecting the best | 
for breeding ought never to be neglected. 

Having said what intended on the subject of | 
improving the breeds of animals, it would seem 
proper next to enquire into the best mode of| 
feeding and fattening them. And here [ must 
acknowledge my incapacity to give lessons of in- 
struction on a subject of which | know little by 
experience. It is true | have kepta consicerable 


| 
stock of cattle and horses many years, and some- county, and are all valuable for feeding to live 
| 


times of sheep and swine ; but my avocations 
have been such, that | have been obliged to trust 


the management of them to hired men, and have § 
| tant in the economy of feeding stock, particular. 
myself; and in no instance has avy particular | ly horses ; and that is the cutting of straw. — It 


not paid much attention to the feeding of them 


system of feeding been observed. 

As grass is the most important article of food 
for live stock, we will enquire a little into what 
kind of grasses are the most useful to be cultiva- 
ted here. Herd’s grass, red and white clover, } 
are all of them well adapted to this section of the } 
country, and well known to every farmer. These 
probably are the only kinds among the common 
grasses of our country that ought to be extensive- 
ly cultivated. Ofthe red clover there are two 
kinds, the large and the small ; the latter, which 
is not so common here as the other, has been 
much recommended as being of quick growth and 
making better hay, on account of the smallness 
of the stalk, and excellent pasture. How far it 
is entitled to the preference must be decided by 
those who bave more knowledge of it than I pos- 


= 


mentioned, 

Where grass is obtained in great abundance, 
with little expense, it is less important to cultivate 
-esculent roots to a great extent for the sustenance 

of animals; but still | believe we depend too 
i much upon grass for feeding our stock in winter. 
i It is true it will require a little extra labor to feed 
them once a day with Ruta Baga, Mangle wurzel, 
carrots, turnips, Petatoes, &c. but we shall be 
more than compensated by the diminished quan- 
tity of hay that will be required, and the sape- 
rior plight and healthiness of our stock. 
The roots | have mentioned, can all be suc- 
cessfully cultivated on most of the lands in this 





stock, but whichis the mostso, agriculturists 
have not yet agreed. 
There is another thing which I think impor- 


will be found that straw, when cat short, (say an 
inch long) and mixed witha little meal or pro- 
vencer of some kind, will be eaten by horses in 
preference to good hay, and will keep them in 
good order. It is also a cheap mode of feeding 
them when you have a good machine for cutting 
the straw. There are various kinds of machines 
for that purpose, but the best I have seen is owned 
by the President ofthis society. It is said by 
some that this mode of feeding answers as well 
for cattle as horses. 

I have had very little experiance in stall feed- 
ing cattle for beef, but I think it a subject wor- 
thy a moment’s. attention as it probably will be- 
come an important object to our farmers ; for 
perhaps to conntry can furnish materials for 
stall feeding cattle to better advantage than the 





I conceive there is no 
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mystery in the art of feeding cattle. it consists 
chiefly ina careful uniform mode of feeding, ta- 
king special eare that the appetite be always 
kept good, and never cloyed or surfeited. The 
principal food for winter should be indian, barley 
or oat meal, with a suitable quantity of some es- 
culent roots, such asthe animal will relish.— 

Potatoes and Ruta Baga are probably more used 
than any other roots for feeding cattle—each has 
its friends and its enemies ; but | believe them 
both to be good, and the different success that has 
attended them 1s more to be imputed to the man. 
ner of feeding, than to any intrinsic quality of 
the root. The carrot and mangle wurzel have 
also their advocates, and not without good reason. 
1 am inclined to think the carrot is not inferior 
to any other root for feeding animals. The mode 
! of feeding cattle adopted by Mr. Barney befure 
mentioned,has been extraordinarily successful, as 
the accounts we have ofthe Columbus and Del. 
‘aware ox will show. His practice is to feed ox 
lerass in the summer, and on indian meal ani 
| Ruta Baga in the winter. Columbus was fed 
| two winters, the first with from four to eight 
quarts of indian meal, and the same quantity 
, Of Ruta Baga per day, with good upland hay ; the 
second winter from 12 to 16 quarts of meal and 
‘from 8 to 12 quarts of Ruta Baga per dey, with 
good hay. ‘The Delaware ox was fed in the 
same manner, except that his allowance was u 
little less, he being a smaller ox. These were 
the best oxen with only two or three exceptions. 
that we have any account ofin the United States. 
The largest ox I have seen any account of was 
culled the Sovereign, and was fed bya Mr. Fin‘: 
of Orange county in thisstate. His live weizh: 
was 3086, and that of his mate fed by the same 
man, was estimated at 2800, the nett weight.— 
The Columbue’ live weight was 2962, and the 
Delaware ox 2688. The much celebrated Brigh- 
ton ox 2798, and the Dunham ox 2744. = Of the 
particular mode of feeding the other oxen I have 
here mentioned,I am not informed. Mr. Bar- 
ney is of opinion that indian meal has no ade 
quate substitute for fattening cattle & sheep, bul 
that they will fatten faster when it is used in con- 
junction with Ruta Baga; the meal should be 
given in its dry unsifted state. 

The esculent roots before mentioned are all 
successfully used in fattening swine, by being 
steamed or boiled ; but there should always 
some provender mixed with them, which may be 
made of corn, peas, oats, or buck-wheat ; but 
towards the close of fattening, I should prefer 
feeding with corn or indian mealalone. Here 
let me again remark that much depends on care 
and regularity in feeding. To close my remarks 
npon live stock, I wonld recommend to farmers 
not to keep more of any species of them, than 
they can keep well. It is much more ayreeable 
to see a small stock in fine order, than to see a 
large stock of poor meagre looking animals, and 
it is extremely more profitable. 

- Gentlemen, I must ask your patience while J 
touch upona few other things connected with 
our snbject. 1 have with many others, hereto- 
fore donbted whether Indian corn could be ex- 
tensively cultivated to profit, considering the a 
mount of men’s labour required in the process 
and its lability to be cut off by frosts. But from 
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sess I have made some trial of it two years 


‘county of Jefferson. 





more attention to the subject, and from the won- 
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deiful productions we have reported of that crop, 
l am led to suspect my former impressions were 
erroneous. ‘ihe great variety of uses to which 
corn can be advantageously applied is a strong 
inducement to cultivate it. There is such a va- 
riety of the species, that some may be found a- 
dapted to almost all climates in the United States. 
The small yellow corn sometimes called Canada 
corn will ripen in about three months after plant- 
ing, and if planted thick, as it ought to be, will 
yield nearly if not quite as much as any other 
corn, and of as good a qnality ; there is also a 
sinall white corn, aboat as early and nearly as 
good. Among all the experiments that have 
been made in raising the various kinds of grain, 
the greatest improvement has probably been 
mate in cultivating indian corn ; and | should 
conclude from what 1 have been able to learn 
that to plant in drills, the rows being from three 
to four feet apart, and the stalks in the row from 
four to ten inches apart, according to the size of 
the corn planted, is the best way to obtain a large 
crop. Indian corn will do well to precede or 
follow wheat. but [think it most advisable to 
make it a fillow crop, for while you are pre- 
paring your ground ior wheat, you are obtaining 
a valuable crop of corn. In that way you will 
get at least as much produce with much less la- 
bour andin lesstime. If you plant the earliest 
kind of corn it may be removed from the land in 
the early part of September, in time to sow win- 
ter wheat; or if it should not be, the land will 


be well prepared for spring wheat, which is) 


t 
il 
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scarcely a tess valuable crop, particularly in the 
eastern section of this county, We have almost 


innumerable accounts of crops of corn in this; 
state exceeding 70 bushels to the acre, and many | 
over an hundred, and, one up to 132 aud 12) 
quarts ; and in this county, several near an hun- i 
j 


dred, and one of an hundred and five bushels, 
which obtained your premium last year ; must 
not this be profitable farming ? 


no great difficulty in raising one hundred. As age- 


_——— 


| prevent its most nutricious qualities from eva. 
porating. 

As we advance towards the condition of an old 
country, we should conform our economy to our 
progressive state as we go along. 

fn the early settlement of this country it re- 
quired a faithful application of all the means we 
possessed to clear and fence our land, to erect 
our buildings and obtain food for our own con- 
sumption. But here let us stop and consider. 





|many of us already gone far enough, and some 
| too far in destroying our timber ; we should con- 
sider that our fences already wan: repairing, the 


| ” “9° . . . . 
pratt fertility of our soil may in time be ex- 


hausted, and we shall soon have to adopt a dif- 
| 


ae system of economy from that heretofore 


practised ; system, did [ say ?—we have had no 
system ; but we should have one, subject, how 
‘ever, to such variations as sound wisdom, dicta- 


| 
| 


{ . . 

j ted by experience, shall point out as necessary 
7 

‘ 


to conform to the variety of soils and productions 


{with which we are concerred. That labour 


| which has heretofore been expended in remov- 


‘ing our torests and erecting our buildings, should 
inow be employed in erecting substantial fences, 
'manuring and improving tie soil, cultivating the 
| various kinds of fruifs congenial to oar climate, 
‘improving the breeds of the most valuable. ani- 
imals, in short, in establishing a system of hus 

bandry which shall renovate the face of our coun- 





| 


I once doubted |, 
the practicability of raising eighty bushels of} 
corn to the acre, but I am now satisfied ihere is /; 


‘ty and enable us to vie with any county of our 
ave inthe state. Gentlemen, ts this asking toe 
rach ? where is the difficulty in accomplishing 
it? is itin the soil ?—is it in the climate ? Wit- 
ness the productions of the two or three last 
| years, and you willsayno! Ifthere be any dith- 
culty is it pot in the cultivation of the soil ? 
wherever you find a poor crop produced, search 
| faithfally for the cause: was the land well plough- 


Our condition is now greatly altered; we have | 
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ed and in proper season, and in every respect || 
well prepared for the seed? was the seed good i 
and put in in proper season ? was the land kept } 
clear from weeds ? And if all this had been done, |, 
| was not the fertility of the land exhausted by pre- || 


neral rule we should plant bot litte Jand,and that ! vious cropping, so as to require manure ? If you | 


| tions of our soil. 
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if however, any of you should 
retain the too prevalent opinion that the tempe- 


| rature of the climate is regulated altogether by 


decrees of latitude and longitude, without con- 
sidering the effect which large bodies of wate: 
have upon the atmosphere, nor the effect of re- 
moving the forests and opening the face of the 
earth to the rays ofthe sun—I would, in addi- 
tion to what has been before said to you on this 
subject by our President, state a few facts wall 
authenticated. According toa regulation of the 
surgical department of the army of the United 
States, Meteorological observations are required 
to be made on the several military posts in the 
United States : which post lies between 29° 30 
min. and 45° 50 min. N. lat. and between 70° 20 
inin. and 96° 42 min. W. long. from Greenwich, 
being upwards of 16° of lat. and 26° oflong. From 
a communication made by the surgeon general of 
the army, which shows the variation of the wea- 
ther at the several different military posts in the 
United States in the months of January, Febraa 
ry and March last ; it appears, that in the mean 
temperature, at 7 o'clock in the morning, which 
is usually the coldest part of the day, taking the 
three months together, the weather at Sackets- 
Harbour, was not quite 5° colder than at New- 
York and New-London, and about 23 degrecs 
colder than at Mouvile, which isthe wost souther- 
ly point at which observations had been taken. 
but that it was 8° warmer than at the Council 
Elnffs which is 7 or 800 miles up the Missouri, 


‘and about two degrees south of us, and 13° de- 


4 


grees warmer than at Si. Peters, which is not 
halfa degree north of us and about 18 degrees 
west. Those two places, St. Peters and Council 
Bluffs, although Jying on itnportant rivers, are 
fur removed from any large bodies of water, and 
are surrounded by itamense uncultivated Prairies 
and forests. Thus You*have a confirmation of 
what bas before been said to you in regard to the 
mildneas of our climate, 

Gentlemen we are only second ip age among 
the agricultural societies in this state ; letus be 
second to none in enterprise and improvement. 
The exhibitions of yesterday and to-day evince 


should be very rich, and kept perfectly clear of | find no defect in any of these particulars and still | an increasing emulation in the improvement of 

weeds. Ifindian corn is agreat exhauster of the | find a poor crop, 1 will acknowledge you have H live stock and manufactures, and in the imple- 
° . , é { ‘ 

soil, (of which however | have my doubts) it has H made a rare discovery. I know there are many 


ample means within itselfto repay the debt, for 
if cut up at the ground, as it always should be, 
soon after the corn becomes bard, and before the 
stalks are dry, it will aflord a vast deal of fodder 
and manure. As to manures, time will not per- 
mit me to enter into an investigation of the pro- 


perties of the various kinds of manure, the best | 


mode of obtaining a sufficient quantity and apply- 
ing it to the best effect ; and should I attempt it, 
it would be with a very ill grace, considering my 
own mismanagement in that respect. 

Although we have not felt the want of manure, 
and probably no upland country requires less 
than this ; yet I consider it a branch of husban- 
dry that we ought early to attend to, for it will 
be much easier to preserve our land in good con- 
dition, than it will be to resuscitate it after it has 
been exhausted. 1 would now only express my 
conviction of the importance of accumulating ma- 
nure, and when it is applied to the land whether 
in a decomposed state or not, let it be covered 
by ploughing or otherwise as soon as possible to 





i 
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1 enced for 2 or 3 years in succession. 


| poor crops, or almost no crops produced in the 
| county every year, and [ have bad my full share 
|of them, bat it would be a violation of my cov- 


i seience to lay blame any where but to some of 


of the causes before mentioned, except in some 
'few instances my crops have suffered by insects 
or vermin, but such calamities are not peculiar 
|to this or any other country—neither do they 
infest any one district long. 

Perhaps some who hear me may think I have 
forgotten the cold seasons and the lamentable 
failure of crops which we not long ago experi- 
No, | have 
not forgotten them, neither have I forgotten that 
they were not confined to the Black River coun- 
try, but that other parts of the United States, 
and Europe also were equally affected—neither 
have I forgotten that the supposed canse of the 
coldness of those seasons, as explained by our 
worthy President, two years ago has been remo- 
ved. I donot therefore admit that as any argu- 
ment at all against our climate, or the produc- 
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ments and skillin plonghing. And I presume the 
report of your viewing committee will be eqnally 
satisfactory as it respects irnprovement in those 

ranches of husbandry which belong more imme- 
diately to their department. 

Gentlemen, we have every thing to encourage 
us; we have our own and our country’s best in- 
terests, its wealth aad independence ; we haye 
not only the opinion of great and good men of 
all ages in our favour, but also the precepts and 
examples of the benefactors of our own country, 
pointing this as the way to national glory. We 
have also what is pecoliarly exhilirating, the ap- 
proving smiles and the asst-ting hand of our be- 
Joved country women, whose countenance and 
aid we may always expect in accomplishing any 
thing great and good. Wesee them here smiling 
npon us, and exhibiting specimens of their almost 
inimitable manufacture, whereby they teach us 
the folly of resorting to foreign conntries for 
goods that can be mennfactored at home. Let 
us give them wool and flax and all necessary aid, 
and they will soon furvish us with every thiag 











206 


THE PLOUGH BOY. 








hem ee + wets a 





— 





+ ey te ee 


Vol. 2, 








necessary to be manufactured from those avateri- | 
als. We have, moreover, an approving conscience 
und an approving God, in the pursuit of honest 
rural employments ; and finally we have assu- 
rance of success, for ** seed time and harvest will 
never fail.” 

We are engaged in a cause in which the inter- 
ests ofall mankind are concentrated. In agricul- 
tural societies we have no religious or political 
creeds to divide us; here the private interest of 
every individual, and the interest of community 
at large are perfectly united ; here we see all 
classes of men in society engaged in promoting 
the same cause ; leok to the members of this so- 
ciety, and you will there find the venerable min- } 
Aster of the gospel, the judiciary officer, the mili- 
tary chieftain and his associates’ in arms, the 
lawyer, the physician, the merchant and the 
mechanic of almost every art, enrolled as mem- 
bers of an agricultural society. And so they 
should be ; for they are little less interested in } 
its success than those who till the ground. All 
these classes of men are necessarily and mutually 
dependent on each other,and all their occupations 
honourable, for | hold with a very distinguished 
poet, that 


—_—— 


tal selubrity of the climate and prodactiv eness || 





“Honour and shame from no condition rise, 
Act weil your part, there all the honour lies.” 


Let not the farmer be discouraged by the low i 
price of produce and the hard times, so called. 
I. is no more than we ought to bave anticipated ; 
it was not reasonable to expect that the advanta- 
ges which were thrown into our hands by the 
convulsed state of Europe for almost thirty years 
would always continue. We ought to have im- 
proved the advantagejoffered us, without subjec- 
ting ourselves to the evils we now experience. 
Rut, regardless of consequences, we went on like 
a nation of speculators, and involved ourselves in || 
debt for foreign goods and other luxuries beyond 
our ability to pay. 

Now the people of Europe have turned to their 
proper occupations, the trade of the world is get- 
ting into its legitimate channels, the demand for 
onr produce abroad has ceased, and we now 
begin to see our folly. We have all hada hand 
in bringing about this state of things, we have 
nearly or quite all of us contracted some debts | 
annecessarily, have purchased some foreign 
goods that we might have done without ; neglec- 
ted our farms for some unprofitable specul: tion, 
erin some way contributed to the present ca- 
lamity. But,Gentlemen.our case is not worse than 
others. These things ought to stimulate us to more 
exertion, and we ouglit to profit be experience.— } 
Let each one set abont amendment, and do as 
much to extricate himself and our country from 
embarrassment, as he has to produce the pre- } 
sent state of things, and we shall soon see our 
prospects brighten. | When we see every man 
industrionsly pursuing his own proper business, 
making all possible improvements, and retrench- 
ing allunnecessary expenses ; in a word, when | 
we see industry and economy triumph over idle- 
ness and prodigatity, we may then thank God and 
take conrage, and hope there is yet a redeeming | 
spirit that will save us from the deleterious effects } 
ef our own folly. 

Gentlemen, | have parposely omitted saying 
any thing on the subject of manufactures gener- i 











‘such divisions we believe are not agreeable to 





ally not however for want of a due sense of thoi! 
unportance, but from aconviction that an attempt i 
io add any thing to what was said to you on that | 
subject last year would be worse than silence. | 
It would have given tne great satisfaction to 
have been able to communicate to you the par- 
ticular methods that bave been pursued by dif- 
ferent persons in cultivating & raising their crops. 
But for want of such communications being made 
to the society by its members, one very impor- 
tant advantage to be expected from the foundation 
of agricultural societies has not been yet realized. 
| hope, in conformity to the system recommended 
by the board of agriculture. we shall sooa be able 
to collect and diffuse much useful information of 
this kind; and | entreat the members of this so- 
ciety to be more purticular in keeping an exact 
account of the labour and expense of raising va- 
rious kinds of crops, and of the quantity and value 
of such crops, and report the same to the proper 
board. Without such information I[ think no 
premium ought hereafter to be awarded. 
Gentlemen, when we consider the distinguish- 
ed favors conferred on our country generally, in| 
its civil and religious institutions, inthe gener- 





of the soil, and particzlarly on this section of it : 


to their author ? can we refuse to make a good 
improvement ofthem ? 
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occasioned the omission of several communica- 
tions ; that of Numa in particular ; but we have 
deemed it best not to divide the address, because 
the reader. It has been objected to the publica- 
tion of these presidential addresses, at length, 
that they all-pretty much contain the same gene- 
ral principles ; and that many of them are not 
sufficiently practical, or do not adhere closely 
} enough to the subject of agriculture. 

may be truth, 


truth, in these objections. But as agricultural so- 


There 
and we shall ‘not say there is not 


cieties are in their infancy in this state, and some 
other states are but just beginning to perceive 
the importance of such institutions, it may be 
useful to send abroad our early addresses, whici: 
if they do not on 


all occasions convey the soundest practical les- 


may excite emulation at least, 
sons in tillage and husbandry. What they want 
in agricultural science, they supply in moral and 
economical! truths, which cannot perhaps be too 





often repeated ; and altogether they will forma 
mass of information, well- worthy of being pre- t 
served in the family of every farmer. Some of 
them, indeed, afford fine specimens of style in 
composition, and are repleie at the same time 
with agricultural philosophy. Judge Bronson, 
in particular, has travelled in the path of expe- | 





|Tience ; and leagthy as his address is, it will not 
be found too long by any farmer who is willing 
to bestow his attention upon useful facts, and im- 


| portant suggestions. 





As we predicted, the city of New-York has 
done honour to herself and to the cause of Ag- 
ricultural improvement, by the spirited and libe- 
ral manner in which her late Catile Show & Fair 
were conducted. Itis indeed a pleasing spectacle 
to behold our ancient metropolis evincing a just 
sense of what she owes to the most permavent 
and substantial interest of the siate. She is the 
child of commerce, the common parent of cities 
—tbut Agriculture is the parent of commerce ; 
and hence the wisdom which a city displays in 
dispensing a portion of her wealth to improve ag- 
riculture. The following article is copied from 
the National Advocate; and is all that we have 
But we shall not lose sight of 
the otlicial reports of the New-York celebration, 


room for to-day. 


nor the excellent address of the Vice President 
| can we withhold our grateful acknowledgements | 


Mircuitzt, whose labours in every branch of sci- 


| ence have reflected credit on the America name, 
and will be duly appreciated by posterity. 


New-York, Novy. 8. 

CATTLE SHOW ann FAIR.—rinsr pay. 

The remarkably pleasant weather induced a 
vast number of our citizens to set out at an early 
hour, to Mount Vernon, the place fixed fur ex- 
hibiting the prize catle, &c. of this county. The 
road was literally covered with coaches, gigs, 
waggons, Carts, stages, sulkies, saddle horses and 
pedestrians, to an incalculable amount. About 
2 o’clock, there might be about 10,000 people on 
the ground, all anxious to witness a scene, novel 
in this quarter of the union, and higbly interest- 
ing to every real friend of the country. The 
committee of inspection viewed the cattle and dif- 
ferent articles exhibited,with which they appear- 
ed highly gratified. Among these we enumer- 
ated 7 stud horses—Duroc, Bussorah, Eclipse, 
and Highlander, being the most prominent.— 
There were also 10 mares, 5 colts, 23 oxen, 13 
bulls, 12 cows, 14 calves, 21 wethers, 14 bucks, 
35 ewes, 11 boars, 10 sows, and 25 pigs, all in 
tine condition. The agricultural specimens con- 
sisted of 8 ploughs, 3 hand- drills, 1 pair harrows, 
2 pair hand-hoes, 1 corn, planting, and 1 cutting 
machine, 2 hand-ploughs for clearing and plough- 
iug between rows of vegetables. | Among other 
specimens of domestic manufacture, we observed 
a superb cut glass punch bow], the workmanship 
of Messrs. Jackson & Baggot, of this city, in imi- 
‘ation of the celebrated Bristol bowl. 

This day the premiums will be distributed, and 
an Oration delivered by the first Vice-President, 
Dr. Samuel L. Mitchill, at £0 o’clock. 


The leading premium of twenty dollars was 
assigned to a Tup of the Duanesburgh improved 
breed of sheep, at the late Fair in New-York; 
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and the animal we understand was sold for seven- 
ty-five dollars immediately afterwards. 





In giving place to the following, it becomes ne- 
cessary to remark, that when a gentleman comes 
forward in his proper name, he ought to be an- 
ewered in the same way. The personal allusions 
which Dr. Coventry perceived in the article 
of B. escaped our notice at the time of its publi- 
cation. We regret this circumstance ; but the 
Doctor has aright to reply. 


ter, that our correspondents may all feel the 


We hope, hereaf- 


force of aremark with which we shall close, that 
it is far beneath the dignity of Scientific disquisi- 
tion to indulge in personal reflections. 





Hoof- Ail or Head-Aul. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE PLOUGH BOY. 


Dear Sir, 

i must be permitted once more to occupy a 
portion of your paper, and to waste a few words 
on your correspondent B. [see No. 23, Vol. 2.] 
This learned person pounces upon us like a star- 
ving eagle, and overwhelms us at once with a 
wonderful display of his prodigious erndition, 
crippling us with his bard words and crambvo 
phrases. 

He cannot be very sensibly alive to what is due | 
to politeness, who without provocation attacks 


i} 


i} O years old 


ideas, and he will, by expericnce,be able to esti- 
mate the effects of this powerful substance on the 
brute creation. 
Adieu, Mr. B. it is neither manly nor fair play 
to attack a person in the dark. 
~ ALEXANDER COVENTRY. 
Deerfield, Nov. 7, 1820. 
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Weekly Summary. 


| hostilities aré still carried on between the Hudson Bay and 
northwest companies, avd that several prisoners have been ta- 
{ kenon both sides. 
FOREIGN, 


It is stated in Rees’ Cyclopedia, article, Lon- 
don, that in 1700 the average weightof cattle killed for the Lome 
don market was as follows: oxen 500 Ibs, calves 50 ibs, sheep 
28 Ibs, lambs 18lbs, and that the present average weights of 
each are—oxen 800 Ibs, calves 140, sheep 90, and lambs 50lbs 
each. Such has been the effect of improving breeds of cattic. 

A pamphlet is in extensive circulation in Eng- 
land, entitled * The Queen’s Judges, or a penny peep at the 
Peers,” the object of which is to’shew that nothing hke an im. 











The frigate Constitution has lately been re- 
paired at the navy yard atCharlestown, Mass. and is pronoun- 
ced by good judges to be as sound a ship as any in the navy. 
She is 22 years old. She is ordered to be fitted for sea with 
| all convenient dispatch. 

The U.S. schooner Alligator of 190 tons, was | 
launched at Boston on the 4th inst. and is spoken of asa five | 
specimen of naval architecture She is one of the five vessels | 
directed, by a late act of congress, to be built for cruising in | 
the bay of Mexico for the detection of p.rates, smugglers, &c. 

A prevailing mortality has for some time past | 
existed at and near the factory in Litchfield, N. H. of which} 
30 have died in a shorttime. It-is supposed that the disease | 
was imported there in bales of cotton. 

A late Boston paper mentions a singnlar case } 
of a large boar, in that city, commencing a ferocious attack } 
upon a gentlemen near Washington Gardens. Ele was thrown jj 
down three times by the animal, wounded, and his clothes {| 
}much torn. He however effected his escape into the Soda |! 
| room of Myr. Schaffer, his assailant pursuing him to the door, } 
| A number of gentlemen being i the room aimed themselves jj 
with clubs &c and, after a well fought baide ou the part of! 
the boar, were enabled to dispatch him. 

A few days since the son of a Mr. Engalls of. 
Homer, Courtiand county, being present when his fitier star- 
i ted a log to rol! down to @ saw-nitt!, the lithe lad, in attempt- 
| ing to assist, was suddenly caught by the quick roliing mation | 
| of the log, was casried over with it, and crushed Ly its weight. | 


He survived the pressure but a few minutes. He was about 
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|; The celebrated Weatherstield bonnet was sol 
| a few days since, at auction, in New-York, for £39. 





agentleman under a fictitious signature ; and 
he must be avery superticial observer, and 
more than a periodical sleeper, who has net yet 
learned that a limb may be trozen, without being 
desiroyed. Ifthe freezing of a hand, afoot, or 
an ear, were but the signal for amputation, many 
would be at this time mutilated,that are yet whole 
and sound. Did Mr. B. cut off the fect of his 
steers when they were frozen? If he doubt, 
let him freeze his own ears vext winter ; a plen- 
tiful application of snow will save them, and ena- 
ble him to discern the diflerence between the 
horn of the hoof, and the grizzle of the ear, or 
between a frozen cattish and a drowned fly. 
Pray, Mr. B. Master of Medical Pathology, 
(another powerful word,) suppos: matter is gene- 
rated within the hoof, where is it to find an out- 
let but upwards. The matter must be sharper 
than your wit to make its way through the horn. 
But this great philosopher has made the wonder- 
ful discovery that a decoction of corrosive subli- 
mate is more powerful than the substance. This f 
IS anew preparation of that drug, an invention 
of his own, and po doubt admirably adapted for 
the cure of his cholera flatulenta. If 1 might 
presume, from my twenty years practice to pre- 
scribe for Mr. B. I would. advise him to try a 
few grains mashed up with sugar; | think it 
might warm his stomach and cool hia head, with- 
out the trouble of decoction; when his blood was 
a little heated, a few spoonfuls of flour and water 
would prevent further effects. I would recom- 
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mend to Mr. B. as he seems to have little confi- 
dence in my theories, to try the ergot on him- 
self. He may commence with doses of thirty 
‘grains which may assist the birth ef bis abortive 
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i to Genesee river, was lately lost in agale at the mouth of Lit- 


tately kitled by John Scott, of that place. Scott strack bina | 
on the back of the neck with a hickory bandspike, which broke | 
| his neck, and soon terminated his existence. The cause of | 
this unhappy affair was owing toa dispute between the par- |) 
(fes respecting the late elecuion im that state. The oifeuder |, 
was duly secured. | 
The schooner Lavantia, bound from Oswego i 
Ue Sodus, the captain mistaking that place for Great Sodus.— | 
The vessel went io pieces, the hands saved | 
On the Sth inst. lsaac Smith, Esq. of Washing- |) 
ton, Dutchess co. sent into Poughkeepsie Suv0 Ibs. of wool, the H 
productof his last shearing, which was sold to the Oriskany 
manufacturing company for $6000 
A plan is in agitation, says the Lexington Re- 
porter, of having an American far company formed, under the }, 
auspices of the general government, with leave to forma port |! 
of entry at the mouth of Columb,a river, and to establish a 
chain of posts and trading stations from thence to the upper i 
navigauie waters ofthe Missouri. A principle in this pian is jj 
stated to be with a view of changing the course of the East [n- {; 
dia trade of this country, by turning it into that channel, and | 
by the substitution of furs, to be carried out, in place of mo- jj 
ney, for the purchase of the articles we import from that quar- |! 
ter of the globe. | 
The Woodstock (Vt.) Observer of the 24 ult. 
mentions the return to that neighbourhood ofa Mr. Dunham, 
who left his wife and two children about 29 years ago. His 
wife was married to her third husband when he returned.— 
One of his children had died in his absence, the other was 
married. He was like Rip Van Winkle, unknown in the place 
of his youthful residence, but was enabled to identify himself 
by acertain defect in one of his legs. He accounted for his 
long absence as follows. Having become embarrassed in his 
circumstances, be determined to abscond, and remain con- 
cealed, till he could, by his industry, acquire enough to satis- 
fy creditors, and with this view he engaged in the lumber bu- 
siness. This drew him to Quebec, where he was taken by a 
British press-gang, and carried into foreign service, from 
whence he was unable to escape until last summer He was 
in the Battles of the Nile, and Trafalgar. Last summer the 


| Mr. John Venemon of Washington, Pen. was | 
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ship in which he was detained came to Quebec, from whence 
he wasenabled to effect his escape. He returned pennyless, 
and says he never received but about $150 for his pay during 
that long term of servitude. 


The Detroit Gazette, of the 20th alt. says that 
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are to proceed. 


partial trial of the queen cau be expected, where the king can 
choose his Judges and appoint his Jury. A listof the jury of 
the peers is given, with the amount of corrupt influence at- 
tached tocach, in the way of places and pensions. The list 
embraces the names of 360 peers in alphabetical order, who 
derive,if the account be correct, about $12,500,000 doliars an- 
nually! Some of the highest are as follows:—Duke Wellinz- 
ton 65,741 pounds sterling; Marquis Bute 63,891; Kart West. 
moreland 51,650; Marquis Waterford 51,265; wail Talbot 
48,356, &c. &. 

The Spanish cortes have petitioned the king 
to set the example of using no manufactures of clothing &c. in 
his establishment except those of Spano. 

From Vienna we are informed that in the Pa- 
pal dominions the carbonari (refurmists) are engaged in a plaa 
to raise all Italy in case of a war with Austria. Another ac- 
count says they have organized 20,000 men in the kingdom of 
Naples. ‘Lhe rest of ltaly is said tg be ripe for insurrection.— 
The king of Spain bas been requested by lis broiber-i:-law, 
the Prince Regent of the two Sicilies,to intervene with the Bu- 
ropean powers in favour of the new order of things in Naples. 
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FROM THE AMERICAN FARMER. 
First management of Rugged Wounds. 

It otten happens that workmen and others are 
severly wounded, at places where hours and even 
days elapse, before medical aid can he obtained ; 
and in case of much laceration, or ragged wounds, 
the danger of lock-jaw is very much increased 
by improper applications, and more especially by 
insuihcient covering. The object of this paper t3 
fo inform such as may be unfortunate, how they 
Let the parts be laid together 
inthe most natural position ; and lay over them 
in-the most ample manner, a poultice of bread 
and milk, with alittle Jard init, or of mush and 
fat—and renew it every twenty-four hours. The 
poultice mast be very thick, and made to cover 
every part, and exclude the air completely.—- 
Phe author of this, saw a max that was partly 


| ground in a mil, and no medical aid being at hand 


the patient was fairly wrapped ina poultice ; 
n/ so neat was the wound when opened, that 
the physician continued the application many 
days. 

The East-Indians have alike method of exclu- 
ding the air, by earth or plaster moulds; 1. e. 
when legs are broken to pieces by shot or other- 
wise—and the testimony of some of the British 
physicians, is unequivocal in its favor. These 
assert, that limbs are saved by it, that they would 
instantly have amputated. 

The common method of applying alittle salve 
or lint, is bad when compared toa complete 
poultice which instantly soothes the irritated 
fibres, and excludes the air. After afew days 
dressing with this, if there is any danger of mor- 
tification, let the poultice be one halfof chamo- 


i mile, previously stewed ina little water; and 


when a suppuration is fairly established, then 


use salves and lint—be sure to exclude the ac- 
cess of air. 


PHILANTHROPOS. | 
“f= On Sabbath evening next, a sermon will be preached 








in the 2d Presbyterian church, in Chapel-street, by the Rev. 
Mr. De Witt, at half past 6 o’clock, an! a co'lection taker 
the benefit of all the Sunday schools in this city. 











é 
t 


208 THE PLOUGH BOY. 





Vol. 2. 
























































= = ms 
— 
PRICE CURRENT. - Summary. 
Corrected Weekly, from the New- York General Price Current On the 14th inst. the American Insurance com- 
and Publie Sales Report. pany, at New-York, declared a dividend of 15 per cent. for the 
Per er ss he Se last six months. 
ASHES, Pot -.----+--- |Ton|!12 “ RE stg + The Mayor of Savannah on the 31st ult. an- 
-~-——— Pearl ----+-+-+---- 111 25 pull nounced that the malignant fever, which had lately prevailed 
BEEF, Mess ----+---+-+-+-+-+{bbli 8 8 50) os in that.city, had disappeared. 
————= PMO + ress ses 6 25] 6 50 Capt. Lacoste, one of these captured and sent 
wonnes oo OREO: 9.5 82.5..2, * 9 9. 4 25 in on a charge of being engaged in the slave trade, has been 
BUTTER, first quality - - - + -| Ib 12 15 » || tried in Boston, and found guilty. , 
CANDLES. tae eas: oa oa Op the death of Christophe, president Boyer 
——— — Dipped + SR 17 , issued his proclamation, addressed to the citizens and soldiers 
mominncer BOOMS, bi 2 0 0 ese] « 40 45 within the territory of his deceased rival, inviting them to” fol 
minus Tn Gee & oO 4s’ 60 low the example of St. Marks by joining the standard of the 
CHEESE. Atnerican ---.--- 5 g republic. Speaking of Christophe he says ‘God did not per- 
CHOCOLATE New-York «- - 18 23 mit this proud man should proceed further in his dreadful pro- 
Boston re. 6 6 18 23 jects; the iron rod which he delighted in holding over your 
Albany 46 pat ee 20 23 heads has finally been broken in his own hands.” The proc- 
DOMESTIC GOODS - lamation is dated at St. Marks, of the I6th ult. : ; 
White shirting ~ ++ + -lyard 14 18 A late arrival at Baltimore from Laguira brings 
Brown do------ 12 13 accounts of intelligence having reached that place that the pa- 
3-4 checks ------- 15 16 triots, in an attack on Carthagena, were defeated, with the loss 
7-8 dO --+-+-+-- 19 2! of 700 killed. (Former accounts were, that they had taken 
44 do --++--+-- 22 25 th tcity.) Another account, from the same source, is, that 
“Stripes -------- 17 19 Bolivar had sued for peace with Mognlio; that the country 
Plaids cece eee ee 16 20 was in such a wretched situation that peace was indispensable. 
Bed-ticks ---+-+-+- 25 33 = 
‘ ’ i’ a ee f. =) . 4 °. ¥ . 
ie Os wees te os ie Sale of Land for Taxes. 
FISH, Dry — ov ec ciee + lomt - 2 75 State of New-York—Comptroller’s Office. 
scale -+---+--- a ni ae : ; 
—— Pickled Cod------+-(bbl| 30] 4 Pe BLIC Notice is hereby given, that lists ot 
— Sere. ¢.0 9° &e Se certain lands liable to be sold for taxes, have cen forward- 
—— Salmon ------- sees I 1 ed to the several countiesin this state, in order to be deposited 





in the several county treasurers’ and town clerks’ ofhices, re- 
spectively, for the information of all persons concerned ; and 
thai the said lists may be examined at either of the said ofiices, 
at all reasonable hours: And notice is hereby also given, that 
on Thursday, the seventh day of October next, at ten o'clock 
iv the forenoon, at the capitol, inthe city of Albany, and on 
ihe next succeeding days, J will sell at public auction, to the 
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LIST OF LETTERS, 
Remaining in the Post-Office, Albany, 1st Ni ovember, 1829. 


Persons calling for the following Letters, will please to 
mention that they are advertised. 


A.—Thomas Acker 2, Wiliiara Andrews. 


B—Edward Byrne, Bernard Boyl, Isaac Buckly, Medad 
Beach, Elijah Bassett 2, samuel Bosworth, 'c-bert, Ballan- 
tine 2, Rev. William R. Bogardus, Col. Hugh Brady, John P. 
Brayton, Justus Browning, James Brown, Daniel Ball, Charles 
ball, Francis Bloodgood 3, T. B. Billingham, Robert Brown, 
robert Bromley, James Boyle, Lorana Babcock, Almira Bad. 
ger, Jane banford, Temperance Burhans. 

C.— Paul Cushman, James $. Cannon, D. D. Reuben Chur. 
chill, Mr. Coffee, Michael Chorrain, John P. Cate, Timothy 
Chapin, Joseph Cook, Thomas Cautwell 2, George Chapman, 
Capt. Coughtry, Charles D, Cooper, Czardis Clark, Join T. 
Cooper, Jas. Claik, William Campbell, Paul Clark, Mr. Clark, 
Dinah Corner, Sophia Combs, Maria Cambel, Sally Ann Ca- 
peran, Eliza Cantine. 

D.—Daniel Davison, Snmuel Darrah, John L. Dexter, 
James Denison, Peter Donnelly, Abraham Drummond, Walter 
Dosey, James Davey, Mrs. E. Dewitt, Louisa Dorra, Maria De- 
derick. 

E.—Henry H. Essex, Abraham Eights, Edmond Elmendorf, 

F’'—George Fowler, George Flagaler, Clark Freeman. 

G.—Joseph Gallagher, Charles Goshen, Ronald M'Gregor, 
William Gilbert, William Gould, Mrs, Robert Gibbeny, Maria 
Groesbeck. 

H —Wnm. R. Hilton, John Holmes. Heman Hoff, Aaron 
Hand, Robert Hunter, Ozias Higby, William Hildreth, Wil- 
liam Heathley, Hugh Hamilton, Ephraim Howard, Jaines 
Hamilton, Samuel Hatris, Christopher E. Hull, George Hub- 
ley, Statira Harris. 

J.—-Doct. E. Johnson, George Jackson 2, Nathan Jenks, 
| Jesse Johnston, William Jacksou, Lydia Jones, Susan Johu- 
| son, Mrs Joues. 

K.—A. Kimball, John Kimmel, John L. Knapp, E. Kembel), 





£L.—Daniel Landers, Harmauus Lansingh, Lewis Living 
ston 2, Gerrit A. Lansing, Win. Loomis, Jr. S. Linister, Wile 
liam Q. Leage, Abrahain A. Lansing, Lansing & Staats, Mary 
| Leister, Larmanus Lansing, T. A. Lansing. 
i M.—Lt. Lewis Morris, Wiiliam Mesick, Jolin Miller. Joli 
ii W. Moulion, ‘Thomas Mut.all, Harris Meach, David Madden, 
|} Patt Moroson. Patrick McMahon, John McLean, S. D. Mum 
| ford, tsaac Waly, Nathan Mixer, Amos AMWaden, Thaddeus 
| Adunzon, Jobn JAicCaw, Uriah Marvin, J. Af Mauners, Wi- 
‘dew Ann McDonaid, Christianne We Gafiee, Mary McDougal. 
N.—Joho Nellerson, Philip Nash, Waria Norton. 


| 0.—Lydia Cliver. 
SP 
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——Edward Poole, Sylvanus Parsons, Darius Parsons, Ca- 
i leb N. Potter, John D, Uhealim, John Preeby, Charles Z, Vlatt, 





Charlotte A. Purdy, Mary Parker. 
| R.—Henry Radley, William Roe, Isaac Rolings, William 
| B. Rendell, John Reed, Almaiia Rhines 

S.—Stephen Storm, Charles Smith, Henry W. Stazin, John 
Spring, James Selley, Joseph Smith, Dr. Stephen Schuyler, 
William Smith, Samvel Skillin, R. S. Skinner, William JZ. 
Scott, William Smart, William Stow, Jacob Schwarzenbach, 
Roderick Sedgwick, C. Sackrider, Jesse Seaman, Orin Shaw, 
| John Smith, Philip Smith, Roger Skinner, Miuerva Smith, 
Maria Strain 

T.—Jaimnes Thompson 2, Dr C. D. Townsend 2, Uri Tracy, 
John Tilton, Sylvester ‘Toping, David Taliman, William 
Thompson. 

V.—P. b. Van Rensselaer, Doct Roger Viets, Watson Van 
Benthuysen, William C. Van Ness, Elizabeth Van Rensselaer, 
Jirs. Van Wie, James Van Reusselaer, Mary Vought, Angelica 
Van Rensselaer 2, Sophia Van Tassell, Margaret Venauler. 

W7.—James White, Andrew Wilkinson, Schuyler White, 
Luke Wait, Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff, Merrick Whitt, Reuben 

Vard, Alvah Worden, Aaron Wakeinan, Benjamin B. Wis- 
ner, Reuben West, Joshua Withane, Ephraim Warner, Sarah 




















Walley, Louisa Wilson, Nancy Ware. 
Y.—Sanivel Young 2, John B. Yates. 
S. SOUTHWICK, P. M. 
re Fs i aasiarionesienn 
ALBANY : PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR, 


BY JOHN O. COLE. 


Kr COMMUNICATIONS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, and AD- 
VERTISEMENTS, for this paper, and PRINTING JOBS, of 
every Cescription, which willbe neatly executed, at fair prices, 
received atthe Post Office. Ali letters trom abroad, directed to 
phe Postmaster, Albany, will be duly attended to. 


TERMS. 


THREE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 
ir No subscription received for a less term 
than one year: 











FLAX-SEED, clean + + + -jcask) 13 | highest bidder, so much of each lot, piece or parcel of land 
rough -© - © = Gao: Se | mentioned and described in the said lists, as will be necessary 
FLOUR & GRAIN - - = = - | ' i to pay all taxes, interest and charges now due, or that may 
~—-- New-York superfine - |bbl. | 412) 4 25 || grow and may be due thereon at the time of sale. 
—— Philadelphia - - - 4 50) | . The conditions of sale will be, that the purchasers within 
—— Raltimore - - ° | £37) 4 50) | forty-eight hoursafter the sale, pay the purchase moneys and 
—— Richmond - : : i | 450) | receive certificates of their purchases; and that after the expr- 
—— Middlings, fine : ae Pay ! ration ef two years from the date of their certificates, they re- 
—— Ryeflour- + - + ; 2 oi} ! ceive conveyances for the lands purchased by them respective: || 
—— Indian meal - . . | | 3 # | ly, ualess the owners, or those claiming to be such, of the lands 
— in hogsheads $00; 14 | \ so purchased, shall, previous to the expiration of the said two 
—— Wheat, North River bus} 73) j| years, pay to the comptroller, for the use of the said purchasers, 
oo Southern, new 72, 78 *| Weir heirs aud assigns, the amount of the purchase moneys, 
— Rye | ov) | with interest, atthe rate of wwenty per centum per annum.—- 
-—— Corn \ | 50 ii The lands sold to be subject to all claims of the state thereon. 
——— Darley . ‘ . ob if And in caseany iand to be purchased at the said sale and that 
—— Oats . . , | 37 | may be conveyed in pursuance thereof, shall at the time of 
GLUE : .  « Ib 10 15) conveyance be in the actual possession and occupaney of any 
HAMS, Virginia . : Ii 12 i person or persons, the title of the purchaser shall then and in 
-- North River . ! i2 | that case be subject to the stipulations and provisions of the 
HEMP, Water rot . . fifth section of the act, entitled **an act to repeal in part the 
- Dew rot . . : 150 act, entitled **an act providing move effectualiv to ascertain 
HOGSLARD . . . 12 13 and determine the true value of real estates within this state, 
HONEY . . . . . 15 15 and for other purposes”? and further to amend the act lor the 
HOVS Istand2d sort . . é 6 8 assessment and collection of taxes’? passed April 13, 1619. 
IRON, American - « {Ton} 80 85 ARCH’D! MUNTYRE, Comptroller. 
I.UMBER, Boards, oak . Mitt | 13 Albany, May 27th, iS19. 
--—— North River pine . ° 16 17 (rt Versons who may have made payinents into the treasu- 
—— Yellowpine. . 8 : | ry for taxes, aud omitted to have their receipts presented at the 
Albany pineb’ds. =. pie. 18 li emmptrolier’s office to have them entered aad countersigued as 
-— Scantling, pine ‘ BVift} 14 15 || required by Inw, are acivised to present them in orderto be so 
— -——- oak. : 25 | entered and countersigned before the day of sale; or that in 
—— — Oak timber . . ed. ft 20 2h i case of failingto do so, their lands will be sold, and they there. 
Shingles, cypress . - j1G00; 4 | after be deprived of Ge benefit of all such payments. 
pees SS pine . . 3 3 50 | Payments for taxes cannot be received ou the days of sale, 
--_-— Staves, pine ™ : = ' nor for two days prior to the sale. 
-——-——— _ up . . a a 
———— _ bbl . . . 22 : ery e > 
“a BOM 25 Ot The above mentioned sale is postponed un- 
——— Hbd heading. « . till Tuesday, the eighth day of February next, at 
ie 5 te 2 oy Tel er hy ten o’clock in the forenoon, 
BLASTER of PARIB. «~~ flon| 4_ ARCIVn MtIN TYRE, Comptroller 
BRK, Cargo. - «© ~ |DdbI : ye . Albany, October 2, 1819. 
Prime. . . 
Mess . . : 12 12 20 a — 
WOOL, Merine washed Ib 65} 70 i'r Acreeably to an act of the legislature 
unwashed aa yr passed this day, the above sale is further post- 
4 breed washed 40} 45 poned uniil the arst Tuesday of February, in the 
unwashed 25) 30 year 1821. to be then held at the same place 
ae wee Ly oe and hour. ARCH». M‘INTYRE, Comptr. 
neric . 
New-Yerk, Nov. 20, 1820. Albany, February 4, 1820, 
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